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The Evolution of Affordable 
Housing For Low Income Residents



Housing is A Human Right



From :  
“NOT in my backyard!”



Rotterdam, Netherlands

To :  
“WOW, how can I rent 
or buy in this building?”

Eindhoven, Netherlands



Huge Demand 
Worldwide
The UN forecasts  
2 billion more people by 2050 



1. Better quality 
2. Quicker construction 
3. Nicer, sustainable and affordable design 
4. Use of public space 
5. Mixing of social classes 
6. Involvement of major corporations  
7. Public-private partnerships

Major Improvements 
So Far

Barcelona



1. Better quality

Paris



2. Quicker 
Construction
•  Use of pre-fabricated models  
•  Build a house in 8 days: pre-cast 

concrete slabs

Louisiana, USA

Nigeria





2. Quicker 
Construction

•  Use of shipping containers

Reims, France British Columbia, Canada

Concept designed for 
Mumbai, India



3. Nicer, Sustainable 
& Affordable Design

New York, USA



Citra Maja Raya, Indonesia



4. Use of Public Space
• Common Spaces Create A Community & 

Improve Neighbourhoods

Singapore



5. Mixing of Social 
Classes

Honolulu, Hawaii, France



6. Major Corporations Now 
Building Affordable 
HousingAmazon’s headquarters, Seattle, USA

UnitedHealth Group, Minnesota, USA



7. Public-Private 
Partnerships
• Rent-to-own policies 
• Mandatory inclusionary programs (ex: 

disabilities) 
• 99 year lease on government-owned 

lands

Singapore

Lagos, Nigeria



“ We need to encourage private 
developers to meet the huge 

demand for low-income 
housing.”

FIABCI’s World Urban Campaign:  

“The City We Need Is Affordable”



Publications



Urban Thinking Talks 

www.urbanthinkingtalks.com 

http://urbanthinkingtalks.com
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